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                                        Research on “the lottery” and “Nosedive”.
             ‘One must be truthful and honest in his approach; a constant independent inquiry and not blindly following a certain blue print laid down by others’ Bruce Lee. As I analyze and research on these great works ‘the lottery’ and ‘nosedive’, I begin to picture myself in the situation of the villagers and as a character in nosedive; if really it is a real world. So many great lessons are to be learnt in these works. I will be analyzing these works on a conservatism, marxist and feminist point of view.    
                Cornog says in her article that Shirley slowly uncovers the details of a yearly ritual by a community in a rural America. Shirley leads her readers on to a reaction similar to what Kosenko says in his article that ‘it received a response that no New Yorker story had ever received’. I believe all of us received different reactions when we realized where Shirley was taking us to in the latter part of the story. A ritual that seems to be have forgotten by most communities, but this particular community decides to hold on to something they are supposed to give it up already considering the outcome or in other words what tragic dilemma it leaves the victim’s family and the community in. Commitment to traditional values and ideas with opposition to change or innovation is what we call conservatism. Martha explains in her article that these villagers have been able to keep this behavior out of ‘habit, superstitious expectations for a better harvest, and paradoxical benefits of group cohesion despite a deadly outcome.’ We find this in our community in these current times. From all the way in the political ladder to our homes. Politicians for stability’s sake is resistant to change, the belief and responsibility that a constitution that is a hundred years old must be interpreted exactly as how it was written: not considering that the times are different and the behavior of people in these different times will never be the same. Humans wrote these constitutions and laws and so I belive some adjustment can be made. Better still they can be dropped since it is causing harm to its followers. Peer pressure is one the most ideal way people copy blindly. Social media nowadays is something to reckon with. We are in a technological dispensation and I believe there is nothing wrong with it. It shows that the world is evolving. But you will be amazed at what individuals do to get status on these social media platforms. Let us analyze what happened in Nosedive. Let us see what Lacie had to go through just to maintain status on various occasions. Social has rubbed us away from reality and the fact that we follow and copy blindly. Cornog discusses how much cruelty, asks Jackson rhetorically, ‘we cause out of habit or peer pressure’. 
             Kosenko’s marxist point of view can be discussed. He analyzes his article from what the people in power in the village seek to gain out of organizing the lottery. The most powerful man and the richest in the village Mr. Summers devotes his time and energy to these civic activities. Mr. Summers, with other two mentioned men in the village controls the town economically as well as politically. Kosenko asks “what relationship there is between his interest as the town’s wealthiest business man and his officiating the lottery.” Kosenko goes further to explain that ‘the lottery’s’ participation is for a rigid social hierarchy upon an inequitable social division of labor. ‘The fact everyone participates in the lottery and understands consciously that its outcome is pure chance gives a certain democratic aura that obscures its main function. The villagers have been made to believe their commitment to a work ethic will grant them some magical immunity from selection; the underlying fact that participation is not to encourage work per se but to ‘an inequitable social division. Understanding from Kosenko’s revelation is that ‘the lottery’ is not just a yearly tradition as Hellen Nebeker also argues, but the fact that the ‘business(capitalism) can go on as usual and the Summers, the Graves and the Martins can remain in power.’ I absolutely agree that some leaders or those in power have been able to halt progress or development so that them alone can be able to enjoy power. Kosenko draws our attention to another arguable fact that daughters drew the lottery with their husband’s families. Kosenko puts it that ‘power in the village then is exclusively consolidated into the hands of male heads of families and households.’ Women are the disenfranchised from a feminist point of view. 
            Lopes in her article explains from a dystopian point of view. She argues that ‘Black Mirror’ provides an atmosphere of complete hopelessness but however there is a way out in “Nosedive”. The society in ‘Nosedive’ can be viewed as dystopian because of its great effects it had on its people. Dystopian in manner that was totalitarian and caused great suffering to people. Let us take Lacie for example, the trouble and the trauma she had to go through just to get a validation or to keep a status. I can never imagine what it will be, living in such a world. I will not be surprised if we find ourselves in this situation considering the fast pace the world is evolving. But I believe the world it not yet ready for such environment. The episode indicates a professional modern marketing theory which can be applied to our daily lives but I will not encourage the ways Lacie and other characters gained and ranked statuses. It is happening in our current world of social media where people follow individuals or trends based on reasons only them can explain. 
                In conclusion the view of conservatism, marxist, feminism point of view on these two great works has commonalities with the behavior people in power and how we live our lives on social media. It is rather appalling and sad that it has to be this way but “we must lose faith in humanity. Humanity is an ocean, if a few drops of the ocean are dirty, the ocean does not become dirty.” Mahatma Gandhi. 
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